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Artist Bio - Nitashia Johnson

Hello, my name is Nitashia Johnson. I  am a multimedia artist from Dallas,

Texas who truly has a passion for creating. I  attended Booker T. Washington

High School for the Performing and Visual Arts from 2004-2008 and went on

to become an alum of Texas Woman ’s University in 2012 and the Rhode

Island School of Design in 2015. I  use my photography and design skills to

make a difference in the world. I ’ve even started experimenting with video

by highlighting the earth and positive human interactions. Life was very

hard for me growing up with no parents and l iving in poverty,  but the

goodness of others helped me to thrive. Those who helped to save me also

inspired my need to create in order to reveal the beauty in the world. 

For the past year, I  have worked hard on The Smart Project,  a creative

after-school program structured for teens and aspiring mentors l iving in

North Texas. Another of my greatest artistic accomplishments is the

collection The Self Publication, a photographic book series created to

dismantle the stereotypes placed on those in the Black community.  What

started off  as casual photographs transformed into a book series

showcasing the beauty of Black natives and their stories. I  am working on

the project alone to shine a l ight on community issues. As the work unfolds,

I  plan to f i lm a short documentary series following five of the past

participants. I  really love to create. I  want to continue growing as an artist

with great leadership and thoughtful mentors.

My photographic work has recently been featured in The Dallas Morning

News, D Magazine, and The New York Times.



THE SELF PUBLICATION IS A PHOTOGRAPHIC BOOK SERIES FULL OF PERSONAL ESSAYS

DESIGNED TO UPLIFT AND COMBAT THE HARSH STEREOTYPES ASSOCIATED WITH

MEMBERS OF THE BLACK COMMUNITY. THE SOLO PROJECT WAS CREATED IN 2016. 

AS A MULTIMEDIA ARTIST, I USED MY DESIGN AND PHOTOGRAPHY SKILLS TO BRING THIS

PROJECT TO LIFE. TO COMPLEMENT THE PRINTED WORK, A FILMED VIDEO FOR THE

PROJECT TITLED “LITTLE BLACK GIRL” AND OTHER VIDEOS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE.

I ALSO CREATED THE PROJECT TO ANALYZE THE ROLE OF MEDIA REPRESENTATION AND

TO EXPOSE COLORISM. ACCORDING TO STUDIES, SOME STEREOTYPES HAVE BEEN

ACTIVATED SO FREQUENTLY (FOR EXAMPLE, THROUGH MEDIA EXPOSURE) THAT

ASSOCIATED RESPONSES CAN BEGIN TO OCCUR UNCONSCIOUSLY. REGARDLESS OF

WHETHER INDIVIDUALS CHOOSE TO ACCEPT A STEREOTYPE, IF THEY SIMPLY DO NOT

CONSCIOUSLY RECOGNIZE AND ANALYZE THE REPRESENTATIONS BEING OFFERED,

THEN SUCH IMAGES CAN INFLUENCE THE WAYS THAT THEY PERCEIVE AND INTERACT

WITH THE GROUPS BEING STEREOTYPED—FOR INSTANCE, AFRICAN AMERICAN WOMEN.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

TAGLINE :  SELF ,  WHAT  LOVE  STARTS  WITH .



VOLUME  2 ,  BOOK  COVER .

PROJECT EXAMPLES:



VOLUME  2 ,  SPREAD  EXAMPLE .



VOLUME  2 ,  SPREAD  EXAMPLE .



VOLUME  2 ,  SPREAD  EXAMPLE .



SO FAR I'VE WORKED WITH OVER 28

PEOPLE FOR THIS PROJECT. IT IS VERY

CHALLENGING WORKING ON IT ALL

ALONE BUT I LOVE MY COMMUNITY. 

I LOVE US.

NITASHIA JOHNSON



PROJECT IMAGES:
THESE IMAGES ARE USED IN EACH OF THE PUBLICATIONS I'VE

DESIGNED. THEY ARE MEANT TO HELP THE PUBLIC SYMPATHIZE

AND RELATE TO THE PARTICIPANTS. 











STORY EXAMPLES



“ON WEDNESDAY MORNING, I WASN’T

GREETED BY MY CO-WORKERS. INSTEAD, I

WAS CALLED INTO A STAFF MEETING. I HAD

NO IDEA WHAT WAS GOING ON, BUT I SOON

REALIZED THE TWO WOMEN WERE SITTING

IN FRONT OF ME TO DISCUSS THE COMPANY’S

“POLICY ON GROOMING.”

TYLAH

VOLUME 1, THE SELF PUBLICATION



“SHE STARTED BY ASKING THIS: “DO YOU

KNOW WHY YOU ARE ALL NOT AS SMART AS

WHITE PEOPLE?” NO ONE SAID A WORD. SHE

CONTINUED, “IT’S NOT YOUR FAULT. YOUR

ANCESTORS LIVED IN AFRICA.” THEN SHE

SHOWED US ON THE PULL-DOWN MAP WHERE

AFRICA WAS AND TOLD US WHY IT WAS SO

HOT THERE. SHE SAID, “THE SUN-BAKED THEIR

BRAINS, AND THAT WAS PASSED DOWN

THROUGH THE GENERATIONS TO YOU.”

ROBBIE

VOLUME 1, THE SELF PUBLICATION



“AFTER HAVING MY FIRST CHILD, I WENT INTO

POSTPARTUM DEPRESSION. I COULDN’T BELIEVE

MY STOMACH HAD STRETCH MARKS AND I

WEIGHED ALMOST TWO HUNDRED POUNDS. 

NO ONE HAD TOLD ME MY BODY WOULD 

CHANGE THIS MUCH.”

BIBI

VOLUME 2, THE SELF PUBLICATION



“WELL, THAT’S WHAT MY MOMMA BELIEVES – THAT

MY IMAGE AS A BLACK WOMAN IN AMERICA HAS

ONLY BEEN TAINTED FURTHER BECAUSE MY SKIN,

MY CLOTHES, MY DEMEANOR, AND NOW MY HAIR

DOESN'T FIT THE MOLD FOR WHITE CORPORATE

AMERICA.”

ADEBUKOLA

VOLUME 2, THE SELF PUBLICATION



"Knowing where we come from and how we got here is

fundamental for our existence. Breaking the chains and

curses this world has put upon us will guide us to truth and

the light of understanding true wisdom in this world."

Dylan for volume 3, The Self Publication

Upcoming



"My mother was sent home from the hospital ill. We

later found out she had fluid in one of her legs which

resulted in her death. She passed away right in her

apartment. To be honest her death gave me the

hardest time because it could have been avoided. I

knew right then that “they” didn't give a fuck about us."

Derrick for volume 3, The Self Publication

Upcoming
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PROJECT WEBSITE





EXHIBIT IMAGES









PRINTED BOOKS



 THE BOOKS ARE SELF-PUBLISHED AND FUNDED OUT OF POCKET. 





THANK  YOU !

PROJECT  WEBSITE :

THESELFPUBLICATION .COM

PROJECT  SOCIAL :

FACEBOOK :

THE  SELF  PUBLICATION

IG :  @THESELFPUBLICATION

ARTIST  WEBSITE :

NITASHIAJOHNSON .COM

ARTIST  SOCIAL :

FACEBOOK

Nitashia  Johnson  Multimedia  Artist

IG :  @NITASHIAJOHNSON


